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Australian slang 
• Ace! – excellent!  

• Ankle biter – small child  

• Apples, she’ll be – it’ll be all right  

• Arvo – afternoon  

• Aussie (pronounced ‘Ozzie’) –Australian 

• Aussie salute – brushing away flies with the hand 

• Back of Bourke – a very long way away 

• Barbie or BBQ – barbecue (noun) 

• Big smoke – a big city, especially Sydney or Melbourne 

• Bikkie – biscuit  

• Billabong – an oxbow lake cut off by a change in the river 

• Bloke – man, guy  

• Bloody – very (bloody hard yakka)  

• Bloody oath! – that’s certainly true  

• Blowie – blow fly  

• Bludger – lazy person, 

• Bog in – commence eating 

• Bonzer – great, ripper 

• Bottler – something excellent 

• Bush telly – campfire 

• BYO: refers to Bring Your Own – often wine at a restaurant or food to an event 

• Cactus – dead, not functioning 

• Corker – something excellent. 

• Cozzie – swimming costume 

• Cranky – in a bad mood, angry  



• Crook – sick, or badly made  

• Cut lunch – sandwiches 

• Dag – a funny person 

• Daks – trousers 

• Dinkum, fair dinkum – true, real, genuine 

• Dipstick – a loser, idiot 

• Down Under – Australia and New Zealand 

• Dunny – outside toilet 

• Earbashing – nagging  

• Esky – insulated food/drink container for picnics, barbecues etc. • Fair dinkum – 
true, genuine  

• Fair go – a chance 

• Footy – Australian Rules football 

• Full – drunk  

• Furphy – false or unreliable rumour 

• G’Day – hello! 

• Galah – fool, silly person (also the proper name for a type of bird) 

• Give it a burl – try it, have a go 

• Good onya – good for you, well done 

• Grouse (adjective) – great, terrific, particularly good 

 

       

 

 



Australian animals 
1. Cane Toad 
2. Red-Eyed Tree Frog 
3. Turtle Frog 
4. White-Lipped Tree Frog  
5. Black Swan 
6. Bowerbirds 
7. brolga 
8. Budgerigar 
9. Cassowary 
10. Emu 
11. Fairy Penguin 
12. Gala 
13. Kookaburra Barramundi 
14. Common Stingaree 
15. Great White Shark 
16. Murray Cod 
17. Queensland Lungfish 



Traditional Instruments 
 

Didgeridoo. 

 

 

Clapsticks. 

 

 

Gum leaf. 

 

 

Bullroarer. 

 

 

Rasp. 
 

 



     

Australian food 
 

 

Vegemite. 

 

Fairy Bread. 

 

Tim Tams! 

 

Meat Pies. 

 

Anzac Biscuits. 

 

Pavlova. 

 

 



 

                  Helplines for refugees 
These are phone numbers you need to know so that 
when something bad happens, you can call them. 

1. Triple Zero - Police, Fire and Ambulance Emergency 
Number: 000 

2. State Emergency Services: 132 500 
3. Health Direct Hotline: 1800 022 222 
4. Poisons Info Line: 13 11 26 
5. Breastfeeding Helpline: 1800 686 268 
6. Pregnancy, Birth and Baby Helpline: 1800 882 436 
7. Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000 
8. Police Assistance: 131 444 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our website 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit https://ausrefugee.pages.dev for a digital copy of this 
book and for the phone numbers. 

https://ausrefugee.pages.dev/

